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TOURISM MATTERS: A SAFE REOPENING
As tourism slowly begins to return, the health and safety of our 
community and visitors remains our primary concern. We’d like 
to thank our hotels for your tireless efforts in redefining the guest 
experience and employee standards to prioritize health and 
cleanliness, so that we can safely welcome visitors and restart our 
robust tourism economy.

FY21 BUDGET UPDATE
At its June 9 meeting, San Diego City Council approved SDTMD’s 
FY21 budget. Including $11 million from SDTMD’s litigation reserve, 
San Diego Tourism Authority (SDTA) will receive $32.3 million for 
destination marketing funding. Typically, SDTMD also provides 
competitive grants to a variety of independent tourism generating 
events. Given the current uncertainty around large gatherings and 
reduced assessment collections, all funding for FY21 has been 
consolidated with the SDTA.

WELCOME JULIE COKER!
A warm San Diego welcome to SDTA’s new leader, Julie Coker. Hailing 
most recently from Philadelphia CVB, Coker brings more than 30 years 
of experience in the hospitality industry, including extensive hotel and 
destination management experience.

SDTA SHIFTS TO STAYCATIONS AND DRIVE MARKET
To support San Diego’s tourism recovery, SDTA plans to focus 
marketing campaigns on the leisure drive market. “Happiness is 
Calling You Back” will target drive-in visitors using images of wide-
open spaces and outdoor recreation. A “Stay Diego” campaign will 
encourage residents to consider summer staycations.

JOE TERZI JOINS SDTMD BOARD
Congratulations and thank you to outgoing SDTA CEO Joe Terzi who 
retired after 10 years of steadfast leadership guiding the marketing 
of America’s Finest City. SDTMD is fortunate to retain his valuable 
destination management and hotelier perspective as the newest 
member of our board of directors.

For FY21, the board will continue to be led by Chairman Richard 
Bartell, Vice Chair Terry Brown, Secretary Tim Herrmann, and 
Treasurer Vikram Sood. In addition to Joe Terzi, directors include Ilsa 
Butler, Steve Cowan, Summer Shoemaker and Alyssa Turowski.

For more information about SDTMD, visit www.sdtmd.org


